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Vanik Council UK: Give a Gift,
Give an Organ

Value of grant: £11,000

The aim of Vanik Council's project was to target
the Jain Community in North West London to raise
awareness of organ donation by designing and
producing materials relevant to their community,
including stories from donor families and recipients.
This was printed as a leaflet and 5,000 copies were
distributed via Jain organisations.

Vanik Council, as a member of the Jain and

Hindu Organ Donation (JHOD) steering group,

also produced a video of donors, recipients, Jain
spiritual and community leaders to talk about organ
donation and the changes to the law. This was made
available on their website for members and affiliated
organisations to promote.

Organ donation was promoted at four events
organised by Vanik Council: in North West London,
Crawley, Leicester and Hayes. A total of 850 people
attended, of whom 119 completed the organ
donation registration forms.
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Celebrating Organ Donation

At each of the conferences, evaluation was carried
out prior to the conferences to give an indication
of how many people are aware of the new
legislation. During the June event, at the beginning,
only a small number of the 450 attendees raised
their hands, with a full house raising hands by the
end of the session.

The event in June at Hayes used the concept of
celebration, both in terms of celebrating culture
through dance performances to engage attendees,
and in terms of celebrating donors through the
public presentation of certificates to living donors
and the families of deceased donors at the event.
This type of recognition helped to normalise
donation and show the positive impact donation
has on both living donors and the families of
deceased donors. A video of this event was
produced and was distributed to all Vanik Council's
members and affiliated organisations.

A reporter for Zee TV was present at the conference
and it was shown as part of their “Out & About”

programme.

* 450+ attendees — inclusion of refreshments and entertainment

helps participation
* 55+ Registered on
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happened, there is no better way to
remember Kurran’s short but beautiful life.

- Kurran’s Mother
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A page from the leaflet created as part of the project
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Manhar Mehta speaks at the launch of the Jain leaflet This is the page that was published in ‘Gujarat Samachar’, a Gujarati
at the Houses of Parliament ] newspaper about an event of 9th June, this newspaper has circulation
r throughout the UK





